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 Bulletin 9, March  2018

VMAA News
Visit our web site at www.vmaa.com.au

The VMAA Bulletin will provide information on news, events and articles on what is happening around our 
fantastic Association. It is intended the bulletin will be circulated on a monthly basis, highlighting items of 
interest to the Membership. If you have flyer or a story that can be linked, please send them to the VMAA 

Secretary or VMAA CD.....

Grampians Model Flying Club
Aerotow Weekend - 17th & 18th February 2018

As you can see from the photo, GMFC had a fantastic turn out and great weather. This is GMFC first big 
event and by the looks of the models that turned out, , no doubt the event will continue to grow.  Like any 

event and being a new Club, there some small teething problems but nothing to stop a great weekend.

Have a read of the article with associated photos. Well done GMFC
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Grampians Model Flying Club
Aerotow Weekend - 17th & 18th February 2018

Article by: Phillip Daynes.
Photos by: Andrew Neil Downing,
Continue from Page 1

	 A bit of background on this event, it all 
started with a late night call from Ross Bathie who 
asked if the Club would be interested in putting 
the event on. This was followed by some more 
calls to the Grampian Soaring Club who we share 
the Ararat Airport with and before we knew it, we 
had interest from all over south eastern Australia 
so it was full steam ahead from there. 

	 With the help of the VMAA and the Club 
Committee we were ready to go on the morning 
of the 16th. Our first visitor arrived at 9.30 am 
and they just kept coming all day. Flying started 
Friday afternoon until my own tug broke a header pipe. 
 
	 Saturday morning up early for the 9:00 am briefing for all pilots RC and full size.  After a few flights the wind 

changed so it was time for a quick runway change and 
a meeting was held between the Safety Officers to have 
small but important change to flying directions to benefit 
all.  Some of the RC guys had flights in full size gliders 
while the full size guys showed great interest in their 
smaller counterparts.

	 Some of the problems we faced were with general 
aviation planes that use Ararat as a place to do some 
touch and goes which means we had to land. Frustrating 
not only us modellers, but the Soaring Club as well. 
Sundays flying came to a halt with the big tugs breaking 
down so we resorted to Dave’s old faithful Boomerang 
60 powered by a 120 AX which surprised many of the 
glider pilots as it towed their gliders to 1000 ft with ease.

	 Saturday our catering Girls Lorraine Lovell and Bev Daynes went to work providing lunch for all and a two 
course dinner for more than 40 happy pilots. They also supplied lunch on Sunday before people packed up to head 
home. As a club I think we learnt a lot and when we do this again we will implement some of the feedback suggestions 
that we received. 

	 Our thanks must go to all the pilots that came so far to fly with us, we hope you had a great time. Thanks also 
to the Grampians Soaring Club for their co-operation and for allowing us to use their hangars for overnight storage 
with in excess of 40 fully rigged models with room for many more.

	 Special thanks to the tug pilots, Ross, Keith, Anthony, Andrew, John and Dave without them the gliders would 
not have left the ground. To Andrew Neil Downing for all the photos, they are amazing great job mate. If you would 

Ross Bathie and his 46% Pawnee was kept busy for the 
weekend. 

Ross Bathie and his Libelle....
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like to check out more of Andrew’s fantastic photos of the weekend 
please check out the Clubs Facebook page. 
www.facebook.com/grampiansmodelflyingclub.

Well done to GMFC and the effort in putting on a event such as 
this. Need to start somewhere and it can only get better. Events like 
this can only help our great sport as it provides another opportunity 
to do what we love. Hope next time round it will be even bigger. Ed

Wayne Jones adn his 1/3 Scale Fauvette. 
Nice approach.....

Rolf Hedt, (Horsham 
Club) at the controls

Jonathan Greeves 1/2 Scale 7.5 m KA6

Duster on tow......

Shane Talbot K21 on tow
George Buzuleac Longwing Kookaburra

http://www.facebook.com/grampiansmodelflyingclub.
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This event has been postponed.

New dates will b
e advertise

d once confirmed

So get ready for a great weekend..
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This event has been rescheduled

 To 5 and 6 May 2018

Same place, Same bat channel
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      Twin Cities Model Aero Club        
11th Annual Autumn Scale Rally 

Albury 
 May 4th 5th & 6th 2018

Autumn is the perfect time to visit the BorderRegion and ßy in ideal weather  conditions
This is a no competition rally open to all Scale Models, including ARFÕs and Non Builders of 

the model entries, so bring them all along ,even if it looks scale come and ßy.
Current MOP certiÞcates will need to be sighted for models exceeding 7kg

Contact David Balfour 0407953903
djbalfour@bigpond.com

Central Reserve Rd Ettamogah  36.007387   146.964953
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VMAA Video Library March 2018 Update. 
 

Effective Immediately the VMAA has dropped the $10 Entry Fee for joining the Library. 
You can now join for FREE. To join please contact the VMAA Librarian at 
videolibrarian@vmaa.com.au and ask for a joining form and list of DVDs available. 
 
The V.M.A.A. has a very extensive DVD Library. It contains over 1,300 titles covering models and full size aircraft 
as well as aviation movies.  There are many excellent instructional DVD that provide you with excellent information 
that will assist you in this great sport. There are also lots of titles covering many of the big model shows and 
competitions from all over the world as well as a huge selection of full size aircraft documentaries. You are really 
missing out on something if you are not a member of the library.  It only costs $6-00, which includes the return 
postage, for 4 DVDs. 
 
The video library is a great resource, if you are not using then it why not. You get 4 DVD’s delivered to your house 
for only $6-00. This includes the return postage. 

 

 
6346 MAKS RUSSIA 2017 AIRSHOW 80 Mins. 

All the action from the MAKS Airshow held at Zhukovsky Airport,40K from Moscow 
 

6347 2017 PARIS AIRSHOW                          60 Mins. 
The 52ND Paris Airshow. Lots of great aircraft on display. 

 

6348 WORLD’S MOST EXTREME AIRPORTS Vol. 1 80 Mins 
 Featuring, Hong Kong’s Kai Tak, St Maarten, St Barts plus more. Great action! 
 

6349 WORLD’S MOST EXTREME AIRPORTS Vol. 2 80 Mins 
 Featuring, Tegucigalpa, Rio De Janeiro, San Francisco and many more. 
  

6350 WORLD’S MOST EXTREME AIRPORTS Vol. 3 80 Mins 
 Featuring, Saba Island, Bagdad, San Diego, Washington DC and many more. 
 
6351 OSHKOSH 2017 60 Mins. 
 All the action from the great Oshkosh including a demo by the only 2 B-29 flying today. 

 Features the Stuka as well as the Hs-129s and Fw-190 in action in Russia. 
 

Attention New Members 
The Library has lots of Training/Information type DVDs available and these are extremely informative and will 
greatly assist you in both building and flying model aircraft. In particularly the Dave Platt series of videos in the 
5000 series are extremely informative and will help improve the modelers’ skills, even those who have been 
building models for a long time. 
 
Why not send an e-mail to the DVD Librarian and request him to send you the full list of DVDs available. You will be 
amazed at the huge section available. 
 
Do not delay, do it now. 
 

 

Contact the VMAA Librarian,  videolibrarian@vmaa.com.au, now for 
information about the library; you will be amazed at the huge 
selection of titles available. 

 
DVD of the Month – Highly recommended 
Are you interested in how a Rolls Royce Merlin engine goes together? If so then join the DVD 
Library and check out DVD # 7255. Watch a guy rebuild a mighty Merlin engine. He explains 
what all the parts do and how the whole thing works as he assembles it. This DVD is extremely 
interesting to anyone with an interest in engines. DVD #7254 will probably interest those as well. 
It features the running of many of the WW2 large aircraft engines, great sounds 
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MAAA	
  Affiliated	
  flyers	
  only

FREE	
  CAMPING	
  SITES
TOILETS	
  &	
  SHOWER	
  AVAILABLE

FOR	
  FURTHER	
  DETAILS	
  PHONE:	
  	
   Rob	
  Pedersen	
  	
  0407878510
Darrel	
  Blow	
  	
  	
  	
  0400570814

Current	
  FAI	
  licence	
  MUST	
  be	
  produced	
  when	
  registering

Please	
  make	
  sure	
  you	
  have	
  all	
  of	
  
the	
  paper	
  work	
  for	
  your	
  heavy	
  

models.

ON FIELD CATERING

A GREAT DINNER SATURDAY NIGHT
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MAAA Latest Newsletters 
	 The MAAA Newsletter brings you information on a number of 
areas at the National level. This includes reports from the Committee and 
contact details, Manual of Procedure (MOPS), National and International 
Events Competition dates and reports on such events. 

Click MAAA Newsletter to have a good read.   

MAAA Membership Register
	 The VMAA Register has requested that Club Registers or indiviauls Club Members check their 
address and contact detials on renewal. This information is used to send out your FAI card and any other 
elctronic or written mail. 

	 All MAAA Members can change their own details as required by going to the MAAA Membership 
Register website and registering yourself to update your personal details. On the left side of the front 
web page of the MAAA Register website, you will see, “Register”  MAAA Members may signup to update 
personal details.

	 It is quick and easy to do. Click HERE to have a look at the website so you can update your details as 
required.  Emails recorded on the database will be used to send out information such as bulletins, events 
and flyers.

VMAA  Register
Paul Webber

MAAA Instructors Course
The VMAA will be running an instructors course at the 
Greensborough Model Aircraft Club (GMAC) (melways 184 
E4) on 14 April 2018. All Candidates must be nominated by 
their individual Clubs and must have Gold Wings. It would 
be appreciated if the Club Secretaries contact the VMAA 
Secretary, with their propose candidates. 
The course will be run over 1 day	
By completing the course you will be helping our sport by 
teaching within the National Framework, promoting safe 
flying and giving something back to our fantastic sport.
	 Note to all MAAA Club instructors - Scanned copies 
of proficiency achieved are to be sent to the State Flying 
Instructor at: sfi@vmaa.com.au Wings will be sent out to 
recipients or Club, ONLY when documentation is received
 by the SFI 

http://www.maaa.asn.au/?page_id=646
https://htvp.com.au/MAAAmembership/
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From the State Flying Instructor

Requesting Wings
ALL wings requests need to be sent to SFI@Vmaa.
com.au and no where else. Long delays can occur (3-4 
months) due to the requests being sent to the wrong email 
address or person. 
Thank you, 
VMAA  SFI

	 To all pilots wishing to give back to our hobby and 
particularly your Club, the latest “Instructors Handbook” 
is now available. This handbook forms the basis of the 
VMAA Instructor Course.

	 As per MAAA MOP027, if you wish to become an 
instructor you must have Gold Wings in the discipline you 
wish to instruct. You need to be nominated by your Club to 
the VMAA Secretary to attend a one-day instructor course 
which is conducted on receipt of sufficient participants.

	 The new course now has separate content for 
both Fixed Wing and Helicopter disciplines. If you 
wish to become an instructor and assist in advancing 
our great hobby/sport, please discuss with your Club for 
nomination.”

To download the new Instructor’s Handbook, Click Here

From the VMAA Contest Director

To all Club Secretaries and SIG 
Groups. If you wish to have your event 
advertised, please send an email with 

your associated flyer to

contestdirector@vmaa.com.au

The Calender is update on a regular 
basis and provides a heads up on what is 
happening around our great Association.

Were possible, your flyer will be placed 
on the monthly bulletin to get the word 
out. As always, the ones that get their 

dates organised and uploaded will 
hopefully get the best response..

 

Scratch / Kit Built Scale Rally 
& Diorama Competition. 

November 11 & 12    2017 
Field Location; Wenn Rd. Cardinia, Vic 

 
2016 Winner – Pilots Choice Best Aircraft – Brian Hutchinson 

 

Following the great success of last year inaugural event, P&DARCS are again 
hosting this very special event, the 

Scratch / Kit Built Scale Rally & Diorama Competition. 
 

Excellent Trophies for pilots’ choice as well as lots of lucky draw prizes. 
 

P&DARCS have excellent facilities including long and wide grass runways. 
 

Onsite non-powered camping is available. 
 

On line entry is now available on www.pdarcs.com.au/scalerally 
 

 Flying open to kit and scratch built models only – no ARFs. 
 Large models will have solo flying spots if requested. 
 Prizes for; Pilots Choice, President’s Encouragement Award and Diorama, 

and lucky draw prizes throughout Rally. 
 Bring along your model or come and/or admire some great aircraft. 
 No documentation required – just fly and have fun. 
 All sizes of scale aircraft and unfinished projects most welcome. 
 See web site, www.pdarcs.com.au/scalerally, for more information and 

entry forms. 
$5 per car entry fee for pilots and spectators 

mailto:SFI%40Vmaa.com.au?subject=Wing%20Reqest
mailto:SFI%40Vmaa.com.au?subject=Wing%20Reqest
http://www.vmaa.com.au/Instructor-Docs/instructors-handbook.pdf
mailto:contestdirector%40vmaa.com.au?subject=Calender%20of%20Event%20Submission
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MAAA & VMAA Annual Fees
The fees for Financial Year 2018/2019 
will be available after the National 
MAAA Conference held in May 2018. 

Secretaries will be notified once fees 
are confirmed 

First names Surname Rating

Geoff Avery Bronze Power
Peter Avery Bronze Power
Terry Brew Bronze Power

Godwin Bugeja Bronze Power
Nino Cavallaro Silver Power

Christopher Cripps Gold Power
Damon Davenport Bronze Power
Dane Gubb Bronze Power
Dane Gubb Bronze Glider
Leigh Kennedy Bronze Power
Peter Lemm Bronze Glider
Kevin Mackrell Bronze Power
Scott Manson Bronze Power
Jason Oshea Bronze Power
Stefan Presinszky Silver Power
Stefan Presinszky Bronze Power

Michael Richardson Gold Power
Chris Riffkin Gold Power

Anthony Sajfar Silver Power
Geoff Trabant Bronze Power
Hung Tran Silver Power
John Wain Bronze Power

Trevor Williamson Silver Power
Clarke Williamson Silver Power

VMAA Committee 
Members

2017/2018
Reeve Marsh 	 -	President
	 -	Ph: 0435 891 258
	 president@vmaa.com.au		
Jon Goudge	 -	Vice President
	 -	VicePres@vmaa.com.au		
Norm Thompson	 -	Secretary & Public Officer
Postal Address	 -	PO Box 155
		  Doreen Vic 3754
		  Ph: 0431 786 573
		  secretary@vmaa.com.au
Arthur Babis	 -	Treasurer
	 -	treasurer@vmaa.com.au
Paul Webber	 -	VMAA Registrar
	 - 	PO Box 55
		  Grantville Vic 3984
	 -	Ph: 0478 084 911
		  registrar@vmaa.com.au
Joe Finocchiaro	 -	VMAA CD & Bulletin Editor
	 -	contestdirector@vmaa.com.au
	 -	Ph: 0418 878 168		

Contact the CD to submit Calendar of Event dates. 

Geoff Herbert	 -	State Flying Instructor
	 -	sfi@vmaa.com.au
Colin Collyer	 - Committee Member
	 -	Ph: 95619097
	 - 	cm1@vmaa.com.au
Mark Sills	 -  Committee Member
	 -	Ph: 95619097
	 - 	cm2@vmaa.com.au

David Nichols	 -	Education Officer
	 -	Ph: 9752 5830
	 -	Ph: 0417 547 040
		  education@vmaa.com.au

Contact Dave to organise a presentation on aero 
modelling. Scouts, Cadet, School Group, general interest 

in aviation. 
All welcome.

Ivan Chiselett	 -DVD Librarian
	 -Ph: 9898 4379
	 videolibrarian@vmaa.com.au

The VMAA DVD Library has the best collections 
of aircraft stories, modelling building and building 

techniques. 

Meetings held 2nd Thursday of each month, except for 
January at VARMS Clubrooms

Please note the VMAA President, Reeve Marsh 
has a  new mobile number as detailed above.

Wing Processed for Feb/March 2018


