
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In his early aeromodelling days, Joe ‘Frostie’ Frost was never a great fan of biplanes but things changed, 
especially after watching Chip Hyde from the USA doing a spectacular 3D demo flight with one of his giant 
half scale Ultimates during the final day of the ‘IAM’ in Ojima, Japan back in 2000. Joe reckons it was quite a 
spectacle watching Chip as he licked the rudder/fin along the wet sandy ground during hovering torque rolls 
with the smoker on. “What a great inspiration,” thought Joe, “I would like to do that one day.” 
 
Two decades on after thousands of practise flights, which began with lightweight park fliers, aka ‘foamies’, 
then advancing to large gassers, which were still a great challenge, Joe settled on electric powered models 
because there was no need to worry about internal combustion engines quitting at the worst possible moment. 
With the advancement of electric motors, speed controllers and lightweight batteries, Joe was in his element. 
 

Click here for the full story written in Joe’s words. 
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Monty Tyrrell Memorial Scale Rally 
(Click here to watch video 1)     Sunday 27 March 2022     (Click here to watch video 2) 

Report by Ian Cole 
 

A near perfect Autumn day saw over 70 State members and their families enjoy a day’s outing at the 
Pakenham & District Aircraft Radio Control Society’s field. 30 to 40 aircraft took to the skies throughout the 
day, ranging from small to the very large models involving all facets of aeromodelling. 
Awards: Ben Bratoiu - Best Jet, Rob McDonald - Best Civilian Aircraft (Piper Cherokee) and Brian Evans - 
Best Warbird (Hawker Fury). David Law won the overall Monty Tyrrell Award for 2022 with his F22 jet. 
 
Right: Mark Collins pictured at the 
scale rally displaying his de Havilland 
Dragon Rapide. The model is powered 
by twin OS 33cc engines. Mark spent 
several hundred hours building the 
model over many years. 
History: The aircraft was designed as a 
short-haul biplane airliner developed 
and produced in the 1930s by the 
British aircraft company, de Havilland. 
Capable of carrying up to 8 passengers, 
it proved to be an economical and 
durable aeroplane, despite its relatively 
primitive plywood construction. Mark 
said that his particular version was 
used by the Automotive Association 
for traffic spotting in the 1960s. 

 
Left: Shane Orchard pictured at the 
memorial scale rally with his scale 
Supermarine Spitfire, built from the 
Nick Ziroli plans. This is Shane’s 
first attempt at a Giant Scale model. 
It took about 500 hours to build his 
Spitfire over an eight-year period. 
History: The Spitfire is a British 
single-seat fighter aircraft that was 
used by the Royal Air Force and 
other allied countries before, during, 
and after World War II. Many 
variants of the Spitfire were built, 
using several wing configurations. 
The Spitfire was designed as a short-
range, high-performance interceptor. 
R.J. Mitchell was the chief designer 
at Supermarine Aviation Works, 
which operated as a subsidiary of 
Vickers-Armstrong from 1928. 

 
 

View more photos of the Monty Tyrrell Memorial Scale Rally on the next page. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=545D--xRSe0&t=408s&ab_channel=FLATOUTRC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2ZCNlIlArk&t=1s&ab_channel=MarioRC
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If you need further information, please contact the 
VMAA CD, Keith Quigg on 

0448 749 865 or 
contestdirector@vmaa.com.au 

 

Trophy Events 

Ring-In Pilot for teams. Not enough club members? Why not enter a 
Composite VMAA Team? Rules and conditions for the Trophy 

weekend will be posted on the VMAA Website. 
www.vmaa.com.au 

 
The event will be held at P&DARCS, Cardinia, Victoria. Catering will be provided 
on both days with camping facilities available, based on COVID-19 restrictions. 

ENTRIES CLOSE Midnight, Sunday 19 June 2022. 

The Trophy rules make it fair for 
smaller clubs to have a go with a 
good chance of doing well against 
bigger clubs. Enter as many events 
as you like. Your best six of the nine 
events will count. 

A pilot can compete in two events 
only but can ‘assist’ other pilots in 
other events. (All clubs will be 
asked to provide officials for judging 
or timekeepers for some events.) 

 

The aim of the event is to encourage association clubs to have 
a go as a team over the two days. The event puts the emphasis 
on fair play, maximum fun and competition. Junior pilots are 
encouraged to be part of a team and enjoy some competition.  

All the rules from the 2019 competition have been reviewed. 
As a result, the Trophy weekend has been reduced to 9 events. 

25 & 26 June 2022 
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- VMAA Secretary Report - 
by Joe Finocchiaro 

 
By the time you receive the newsletter, over a quarter of the year will have gone and daylight saving will be 
finished. How time flies as we slowly open up and live with COVID-19 and start to get back into events.  The 
last couple of months have seen some great events being conducted with clubs making the best of the finer 
weather. Events are slowly making their way back into the VMAA Calendar, especially over the next couple 
of months with displays, competition and fun flies happening all over our great association.  
 
The month of April and May seem to be our better weather months with calm winds and milder weather. But 
as we know, Mother Nature always has the final say. The VMAA Trophy will be held on the weekend of 25 
and 26 June at P&DARCS for some fun and inter-club competition. The events have been reviewed with the 
removal of two events. Please have a look at the flyer within the newsletter. I hope your club can put in a team 
and enjoy a great weekend of friendship, camaraderie and a bit of competition. Remember, juniors are most 
welcome and to be part of the event; it is a good intro to competition as well as having fun.    
 
If you have an event, please let the VMAA CD know so it can be included in the calendar. Any major events, 
please send a flyer and we will try to include it in the VMAA Bulletin. It is a great way to advertise your event 
and let the association members know. 
 
Heavy Model Inspectors (HMI) 
The VMAA listing on the website has been updated after the successful audit that was held early this year. If 
you need a model to be inspected, please show the courtesy of arranging with an HMI inspection date. HMIs 
are modellers as well and they also like to go flying as much as anyone else. Turning up on the day and asking 
for an inspection is not appropriate. 
 
CASA Communications 
Clubs are requested not to contact CASA directly, as the MAAA holds the ARN with CASA. All clubs should 
direct any CASA enquiries to the VMAA Secretary in the first instance. If your query cannot be answered at 
the State level, the VMAA Secretary will communicate with the Federal Secretary. In most instances, CASA 
will direct you back to MAAA. 
 
A reminder that if the contact person on the area approval has changed, pleased contact the VMAA Secretary 
to understand what the new process is to make changes to the instrument. Not complying with some simple 
rules could end up with your instrument to be revoked. Pre-planning will ensure success. 
 
MAAA Conference - 14 to 15 May 2022 
The annual MAAA conference will be held next month to discuss Association business and prepare ourselves 
for the next financial year. There are a number of agenda items to discuss, one of them being insurance.  
 
Some clubs have already asked about fees for next year, however as 
mentioned, we will not know what those fees are until we know what 
the insurance levy will be. The issue is discussed to determine the cost 
and then the fees will need to be adjusted (if required) accordingly. As 
soon as this is known, an email will be sent to all club secretaries and 
the VMAA website will be updated. The update is provided normally 
at the conclusion of the conference (which is a Sunday night). The 
new Certificate of Currency (CoC) is then made available from the 01 
June of each year and posted on the MAAA website. So please wait 
until then before asking what the fees are going to be for the year. 
 
Remember, the bulletin is there for you to use and promote an event 
or to tell others of what a great event you had. Articles and photos are 
also welcomed, including advertisements for upcoming events. I hope 
you enjoy this edition of the newsletter. 
 
See you on the other side. 
Regards, Joe. VMAA Bulletin March-April 2022 
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I will be running an instructors 
course at the Twin Cities Club, 
located at Albury/Wodonga on 
Saturday the 18 June 2022, 
commencing at 0900 hours. 
 
Members wishing to attend will need to be nominated 
by their home club’s committee and currently hold 
and be flying at the Gold Wings level. As stated in 
MAAA MOP027, members should be performing 
duties as club instructors prior to attending the course 
and also have proven communication skills. 
 
The course is based on the Instructor’s Handbook that 
can be found on the MAAA website. Candidates will 
be required to be part of classroom discussions on the 
handbook, MAAA MOP’s and CASA regulations.  

Twin Cities 
Model Aero Club 

Saturday 18 June 2022 
 

This is then followed by a multiple-choice answer 
test paper on what has been covered in the 
classroom. 
 
We then break for lunch and come back to instructor/
student role play using an indoor R/C flight 
simulator. The course is completed by each student 
being asked to perform an external flight test, 
demonstrating four of the Gold Wings manoeuvres 
using their own models, which need to be capable of 
flying in high wind conditions. 
 
If you need any 
further information, 
please feel welcome 
to give me a call. 
 

Les Marriner 
Aus. 20536 

VMAA State 
Flying Instructor 
sfi@vmaa.com.au  

0401 622 613 

 

VMAA Bulletin March-April 2022 
Fly Safe, Fly Well 

mailto:sfi@vmaa.com.au


Page 7 

THE FUN FLY FLOAT DAY 

27 FEBRUARY 2022 
Click here to read the float day article by Alex Laizans. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaking of float planes, the Hughes H-4 Hercules, aka the Spruce Goose, registration NX37602, was a 
prototype heavy transport aircraft designed and built by the Hughes Aircraft Company. The aircraft made its 
maiden and only flight on Sunday 2 November 1947. 
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Bairnsdale and District Model Aircraft Club 
2022 ACTION Scale Rally 

Click here for the whole story. 
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Competitor, Mark Tatti from Yarra Valley 
Aeromodellers with his winning SU30 jet. 

VMAA Bulletin March-April 2022 
Fly Safe, Fly Well 

https://www.vmaa.com.au/Articles/bairnsdale-club-report.pdf


 

Page 9 

 

WAGGA MODEL AERO CLUB Inc. 
48th MILITARY SCALE EVENT 2022 

Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 April 
 
Modellers participating in Static and FAI scale manoeuvres must register on the day. Models entering must 
be military related and can include turbines, electric ducted fans and helicopters, to name a few. 

 
 Catering on both days includes hot 

food and cool drinks 
 Camping is available on non-powered 

camping sites 
 Toilets (with disability access) 
 The event will include compliance 

with COVID-19 safe regulations 
 Further information can be found on 

the club’s Facebook page 
 
Modellers and visitors are welcome to 
come along and enjoy the hospitality 
of the Wagga Model Aero Club. 

 

This year a carboot sale will be held on the sidelines 

during the night. So if you are making space at home 

in your modelling mancave and have a few items that 

you would like to move on, why not sell them here, as 

we may have some people to buy them? 

www.stingmk2gliders.com 

 Hangar Rats 
 FIN Hand Launched Gliders 
 Catapult Gliders 
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INDOOR FLYING, PRIOR TO THE SCRAMBLE 

There’s also an indoor flying night on Good Friday 
from 4pm until 9:30pm at the local indoor sports 
stadium, 6 Short St, West Wyalong. 
 
The Indoor flying night will have Hangar Rats  
and indoor gliders (catapult and hand launched) 
contested to F1N and MAAA rules. 
 
On the sidelines we are having a carboot sale during 
the evening for anyone wishing to sell something. 
 
Costs: 
Competitors $5 per event, visitors $2, sellers $10. 
 

Accommodation: 
There are plenty of local motels in town and these 
can be found on any of the usual websites. Our club 
recommends good accommodation for our aviators, 
which is located at the Bryant Field. This can be 
booked with Roy Summersby. 

0413 588 720 or Roydi132@optusnet.com.au 
 
Bryant Field is located at 1390 Clear Ridge Rd, 
West Wyalong. There's powered camping sites for 
caravans and tents. The camp area has toilets, hot 
showers, a camp kitchen furnished with fridges, a 
microwave and a bbq. The camp area is central on 
the property and within strolling distance of the 
control line, free flight and radio control flightlines. 
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Fun at an RC flying aerobatics competition. 
Click here to go to Andrew Sill’s YouTube channel where he talks about the pilots, 

observes the discipline and the people behind the event. 

A recent IMAC aerobatics event held in February at 
the Darraweit Quim, State Field run by the Australian 
Scale Aerobatics Association and hosted by the home 
club, the Northern Flying Group. 
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PYLON RACING COMES TO ECHUCA  
14 & 15 May 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The most exciting and exhilarating discipline of RC pylon racing is coming to the Echuca State field on 
Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 May. Two classes will be flown. The introductory class Q500 and the international 
class F3T. The racing is flown around a 400m triangular course for 10 laps. The Q500 models complete the 
race in around 90 to 100 seconds while the F3T models complete the race in around 60 to 70 seconds. 
 
This will be the inaugural event at the Echuca field and we encourage all pylon flyers to support the event and 
the Echuca club. We also encourage those who want to witness pylon racing for the first time to come along 
and view this spectacle or bring a model (any model) and just ‘have a go’. 
 
The pylon racing fraternity is a very friendly and supportive group from all walks of life sharing one passion 
and the members will go out of their way to welcome and help both newcomers and the experienced racer. 
 
For further info on this event visit 
the website or contact our President, 
Gary Whitbourn on 0421 024 091. 
 

Echuca Moama 
Model Aero Club 

Situated on Watsons Road, Koyuga 
since 1985 our field is flanked by the 
Kanyapella Game Reserve, is a short 
distance from the Goulburn River, a 
brief drive to the Falcon Hotel on the 
Murray Valley Highway and only a 
15-minute drive from the Port of 
Echuca on the Murray River. Across 
the river is Moama, NSW. 
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Surname 1st 
Name 

AUS 
Number 

Club Rating 

     

 THONG  Don 88674  MRCHC Melbourne Radio Controlled Helicopter Club  Silver Helicopter 
 TREMEWEN  David 86471  DAC Doncaster Aeromodellers Club  Bronze Power 
 COLLINS  Ian 50634  CMAC Corangamite Model Aircraft Club  Bronze Power 
 HERBERT  Richard 30230  BMAC Bellarine Model Aircraft Club  Silver Helicopter 
 LAGUDA  Frank 38420  GMAC Greensborough Model Aircraft Club  Gold Power 
 OWEN  Michael 88375  KADMAC Keilor and Districts Model Aircraft Society  Bronze Power 
 SLATER  Stephen 87052  SADAC Sale and District Aeromodellers Club  Bronze Power 
 BREDEN  Will 87943  CMAC Corangamite Model Aircraft Club  Silver Power 
     
 JUNGE  Tilo 85992  BADMAC Bairnsdale and District Model Aero Club  Silver Power 
 GRBAC  David  88025  KADMAS Keilor and Districts Model Aircraft Society    Silver Power 
 KEANE  Ed 88638  WMAA Werribee Model Aircraft Association  Silver Power 
 O'MALLEY  Philip 88114  SADAC Sale and District Aeromodellers Club  Bronze Power 
 HURLEY  James 68130  CMFC Cohuna Model Flying Club  Silver Power 
 PORTER  Adam  86695  GMAC Greensborough Model Aircraft Club   Silver Power 
 CLAYTON  John 19338  BMAC Bellarine Model Aircraft Club  Silver Power 
 WHEELER  Zac 66097  SADAC Sale and District Aeromodellers Club  Silver Power 
 WHEELER  Zac 66097  SADAC Sale and District Aeromodellers Club  Gold Power 

 RAWLINS  Thomas 82997  VARMS Victorian Association of Radio Modelling Soaring  Silver Power 
     
 DINH  Chi 88555  P&DARCS Pakenham & District Aircraft Radio Control Society  Silver Power 
 WALBURG  Fred 29454  CMAC Corangamite Model Aircraft Club  Silver Power 
 FOLEY  Alan 33091  P&DARCS Pakenham & District Aircraft Radio Control Society  Silver Multi-Rotor 
 EMILIANI  Adrian 57920  KADMAC Keilor and Districts Model Aircraft Society  Silver Power 
 BARR  Ben 85795  CVRCM Central Victoria Radio Control Modellers  Silver Power 
 CHETTY  Yudash  76454  GMAC Geelong Miniature Aircraft Association  Gold Power 
 DERLEY  Stanley 85953  SADAC Sale and District Aeromodellers Club  Bronze Power 
 PORT  Steven 88104  BMAC Bellarine Model Aircraft Club  Bronze Power 
 FOREO BALLAN  Miguel 88352  WMAA Werribee Model Aircraft Association  Silver Power 
 MARAIS  Marc 76069  MRCHC Melbourne Radio Controlled Helicopter Club  Silver Helicopter 
     
 ALEXANDER  Brodie 88276  P&DARCS - Pakenham & District Aircraft Radio Control Society  Silver Power 
 SKEA  Paul 87742  BRCAC Bendigo Radio Control Aircraft Club  Silver Power 
 COMAN  Thomas 88224  BRCAC Bendigo Radio Control Aircraft Club  Silver Power 
 WOLSLEY  Ted 24571  PARCS Peninsula Aeronautical Radio Control Society  Silver Power 

 HARRIS  Alan 87942  CMAC Corangamite Model Aircraft Club  Silver Power 
 SMITH  Robin 63149  PARCS Peninsula Aeronautical Radio Control Society  Silver Power 
 McCRACKEN  Royce 76042  BMAC Bellarine Model Aircraft Club  Silver Power 
 SMALLRIDGE  Andrew 38887  P&DARCS Pakenham & District Aircraft Radio Control Society  Gold Power 
 HOWE  Greg 86421  CMAC Corangamite Model Aircraft Club  Silver Power 
 CUNNINGHAM  Josh  88064  P&DARCS Pakenham & District Aircraft Radio Control Society  Gold Power 
 MYSLIBORSKI  Andrew 35529  P&DARCS Pakenham & District Aircraft Radio Control Society  Silver Power 
 MYSLIBORSKI  Andrew 35529  P&DARCS Pakenham & District Aircraft Radio Control Society  Silver Multi-Rotor 
 SMITH  Bruce 85769  P&DARCS Pakenham & District Aircraft Radio Control Society  Silver Power 
 CLARKE  Bruce 88554  P&DARCS Pakenham & District Aircraft Radio Control Society  Silver Power 

 - Wings processed in March 2022 - 

 - Wings processed in January 2022 - 

 - Wings processed in December 2021 - 

Page 13 

 - Wings processed in February 2022 - 

Fees for Financial Year 2021/2022 as from 01 August 2021 
 Full Year Membership for Seniors and Juniors are: 
 MAAA  VMAA Total 
 Seniors $90  $54 = $144 
 Juniors $45  $27 = $  72 

For half year membership details starting 01 January click here to go to the VMAA website. 
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VMAA Trophy 2022 
25 & 26 June 

Why not get a group together from your club and 
enter? One flier from a VMAA affiliated club, 
other than your own, can join your group. Each 
flier can enter two events. Flown over two days, 
the VMAA Trophy includes combat, helicopter, 
scale aerobatics, drone limbo, fun scale, fun fly, 
bomb drop, electric glider, sports limbo, limbo 
obstacle and musical landings. Check for updates 
in the VMAA Calendar Of Events. 

VMAA  Committee 
 
Reeve Marsh President 
 0405 001 008 
 president@vmaa.com.au 
 
Jon Goudge Vice President 
 vicepresident@vmaa.com.au 
 
Joe Finocchiaro Secretary & Public Officer 
 PO Box 854 
 Bacchus Marsh 3340 
 0418 878 168 
 secretary@vmaa.com.au 
 
Arthur Babis Treasurer 
 treasurer@vmaa.com.au 
 
Geoff Herbert VMAA Registrar 
 PO Box 354 
 Kilsyth 3137 
 0473 544 048 
 registrar@vmaa.com.au 
 
Keith Quigg  VMAA Contest Director 
 0448 749 865 
 contestdirector@vmaa.com.au 
 

Contact the CD to submit Calendar of Events dates. 
 
Ian Cole VMAA Bulletin Editor 
 0427 553 755 
 iancole1950@dodo.com.au 
 
Les Marriner State Flying Instructor 
 0401 622 613 
 sfi@vmaa.com.au 
 
Phil Mohr Committee Member 
 cm1@vmaa.com.au 
 
Mark Sills Committee Member 
 cm2@vmaa.com.au 
 
Vacant Education Officer 
 education@vmaa.com.au 
 
Contact the Secretary to organise a presentation by the 
VMAA on aeromodelling. We welcome inquiries from 
groups the like of scouts, cadets, schools or any group 
with a general interest in aviation. 
 
Ivan Chiselett DVD Librarian 
 9898 4379 
 videolibrarian@vmaa.com.au 
 
The VMAA DVD Library has one of the best collections of 
aircraft stories, model building and modelling techniques. 
 
Meetings are held via Zoom Video Conferencing on the 
second Thursday of each month, except for January. 

From the VMAA 
Contest Director 

 

To all Club Secretaries and Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs). If you wish to have your event 
advertised, send an email with your associated 
flyer to the address below. 
 

contestdirector@vmaa.com.au 
 

The Calendar of Events is updated regularly and 
provides a heads-up on the goings-on throughout 
our great association. 
 

When possible, your flyer will be placed in the 
VMAA bulletin to get the word out. The members 
who can get their dates organised and uploaded 
quickly are likely to get the best response. 

MAAA Latest 
Newsletters 

 

The MAAA Newsletter brings you information 
on a number of areas at the National Level. This 
includes reports from the Committee and contact 
details, Manual of Procedures (MOPs), National 
and International event/competition dates and 
reports on the said events. 
 

Click here for further information. 
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